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8th Grade 

INTRODUCTION TO THE VISUAL ARTS INSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS 
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● Explain the rules and procedures of the art room 
● Explain the environmental implications of conservation care and 

clean-up of art materials, tools and equipment and demonstrate 
understanding through application in the artroom 

● Review concepts from sixth grade curriculum 
● Recognize, define and use art vocabulary and phrases when 

discussing and describing artwork 
● Identify, define, and use the Elements of Art 
● Identify, define and use the Principles of Design 
● Develop and use a sketchbook for concept building, writing 

exercises, and reflection 
● Discuss the purposes for creation in the visual arts  
● Create a representational image of self to be used as a baseline 

for assessment of skills and knowledge 
 
Students will use a sketchbook. Students will have produced at least 
1 artwork that depicts a symbolic or actual representation of the 
student at the end of this unit. 
 

CRITICAL THINKING 

 

 
● Transform personal experiences into original artwork using the elements and principles of art. 
● Recognize, describe and interpret the artist’s intention using age-appropriate vocabulary. 
● Critique, defend and support student preference for an artwork using age-appropriate art 

vocabulary. 
● Identify art theories and processes based on the elements and principles of art. 
● Use and manipulate tools and materials in an age-appropriate manner that displays increase in skill 

and style development. 
● Use and manipulate tools and materials that help depict moods, ideas and feelings in an artwork. 
● Analyze how artists express themselves and their cultural identities through their artwork. 
● Analyze and assess strengths in their own artwork and work on strategies for improvement based 

on technical skill and knowledge of the elements and principles of art. 
● Discuss in groups the function of the visual arts and how it contributes to their community and 

culture. 
● Compare and contrast artworks of a similar theme, similar media, or similar concept from various 

periods and cultures. 
● Identify how artists from different cultures and periods have represented similar themes using a 

variety of techniques, styles, and media. 
● Assess and compare/contrast different cultural styles in artwork that reflect people’s values and 

beliefs. 
● Apply self-reflection strategies to improve art skills and art concepts. 



 

ART HISTORY AND CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

 
The historical significance of each art project will be an integral part of every lesson throughout the 
academic school year. 
 
Students will be able to: 
 

● Discuss the historical significance of art in our lives 
● Compare and contrast themes in artwork using historical and cultural context  
● Research and discuss specific artists, art movements, and cultures throughout history and the 

world 
● Research and discuss specific careers in the arts 
● Apply research skills and strategies to create a biographical document on an artist or group of 

artists 
● Demonstrate critiquing skills and strategies when looking at and talking about art 
● Analyze why and how an exhibition or collection may influence ideas, beliefs and experiences 
● Compare and contrast diverse cultural groups and traditions that have inspired art creation 
● Plan and assist in a class or school exhibition of student art 

 

Students will be able to compare and contrast at least 2 careers found in the arts. Students will be 
able to recall and refer to at least 1 historically significant aspect of an art project. Students will be 
able to complete 1 art history or career-focused research project. 
 

VOCABULARY 
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 8th GRADE END OF YEAR EXPECTATIONS 

 

 
• Incorporate, identify and discuss Elements and Principles in relation to subject matter, themes 

and artwork 

• Make decisions using Elements and Principles to effectively communicate their ideas visually 

• Use a variety of art materials and resources that are developmentally appropriate 

• Select art materials that best achieve student’s artistic intent 

• Create various artworks based on conceptual imagery, social issues and current events 

• Develop an understanding of the relationship between regional cultures and art 

• Think critically to solve problems independently during the creative process  

• Describe, analyze, interpret and evaluate the artwork of others 

• Reflect and analyze their own work and artistic progress  

• Observe, analyze, and evaluate artwork in small and large groups 

• Write reflections based on their own artistic process, progress, thoughts, concepts and 
accomplishments 

• Develop research-based essays that explore the life of artists, art periods, movements, etc. 

• Reach mastery in art skills, application of art techniques, use of academic art vocabulary, and 
concept building 



 

ASSESSMENT AND PORTFOLIO REVIEW 

 

 
Students will be able to: 
 
● Complete all projects that may have been assigned  
● Participate in a collaborative artistic display, including the development of criteria for evaluating 

the collection of artwork for presentation 
● Collaboratively prepare and present selected theme-based artwork for display and formulate 

exhibition narratives for the viewer  
● Explain how the method of display, the location and experience of an artwork influence how it is 

perceived and valued 
● Explain and discuss how they created their artwork  
● Relate and reference their artwork to art history  
● Reflect on the meaning or their feelings about their work verbally and through writing  
● Create a convincing and logical argument to support an evaluation of art 
 
Students should have produced at least 6 art pieces for their portfolio indicating mastery of all 
curriculum components at the 8th grade level. The portfolio should include evidence of the 
techniques, concepts, cultural connections, art history, and thinking skills developed through 
instruction over the year. 
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8th Grade 

DRAWING 

Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

▪ Create artwork using a variety of 
materials and age- appropriate media 

▪ Develop and use skills in two-point 
perspective 

▪ Apply line and blending effectively so as 
to demonstrate the illusion of 
perspective and scale 

▪ Use and refine developmentally 
appropriate drawing techniques and 
skills in an effective manner 

▪ Incorporate self-developed concepts in 
artwork 

▪ Remain focused on the development of 
their artwork for a prolonged period and 
discuss their thinking as the work 
progresses 

 

Artist: 

   

M.C. Escher 

Chapter 7 

Pages 132-153 

Scale 

Two-point perspective 

Vanishing point 

Gradation 

Value scale 

Blending 

Shading 

Perspective 

Receding lines 

Orthogonal Lines 

Horizon line 

 

Outcomes 

Students will have produced at 1 drawing that demonstrates an ability to effectively use 

two-point perspective using the Elements of Art and Principles of Design effectively at the 

end of this unit. 

 



 

 

  

8th Grade 

PAINTING 

Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

▪ Choose the appropriate brushes when 
painting art 

▪ Draw a preliminary image with the 
intention of painting within that drawing 

▪ Demonstrate ability to apply a variety of 
age-appropriate painting techniques  

▪ Use the color wheel to determine color 
schemes 

▪ Make decisions on how to apply color 
theory in art and offer a rationale  

▪ Apply reasonable proportion to their self-
portrait 

▪ Interpret their thoughts and feelings 
through symbolism of color  

▪ Use brushstrokes to develop texture in a 
self-portrait to support the mood and 
color symbolism 

▪ Incorporate self-developed concepts in 
artwork 

Artist: 

 

Frida Kahlo 

Chapter 8 

Pages 155-177 
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Outcomes 

Students will have produced at least 1 painting of a self-portrait indicating ability to use 

color theory in regard to mood and symbolism, applying age-appropriate techniques, the 

Elements of Art and Principles of Design effectively at the end of this unit. 

 



 

 

  

8th Grade 

MIXED-MEDIA AND CRAFTS 

Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

▪ Research and analyze fashion design and 
designers (including accessories and 
jewelry) that stimulate discussion around 
style and function 

▪ Create fashion product that uses the 
Elements of Art and Principles of Design 

▪ Collaboratively create fashion products that 
use the Elements of Art and Principle of 
Design and reflect on and reinforce the 
positive aspects of the group identity 

▪ Incorporate self-developed concepts in 
artwork 
 

Artist: 

 

Kobi Levi 

 

   

 

Chapter 13 
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Outcomes 

Students will have produced at least 1 fashion product individually or in small group that 

demonstrates understanding of style and fashion, indicating an ability to effectively use the 

Elements of Art and Principles of Design at the end of this unit. 

 



 

 

  

8th Grade 

THREE-DIMENSIONAL WORK 

Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

• Observe, analyze and evaluate how various 
cultures (throughout history and current) 
used materials to create masks that served 
specific purposes (ritualistic, decorative, etc.) 

• Identify and define mask making terms and 
techniques 

• Make inferences as to why the artists made 
certain artistic choices 

• Analyze how the interaction of subject 
matter, characteristics of form and structure, 
use of media, artmaking approaches, and 
relevant contextual information contributes to 
understanding messages or ideas and mood 
conveyed 

• Effectively use techniques when creating a 
mask using papier maché or plaster gauze  

• Apply Elements of Art and the Principles of 
Design effectively when creating a mask 

• Incorporate self-developed concepts in 
artwork 

 

Artist: 

 

Cultural Masks 

 (Symbolic & Metaphorical) 

   

 

Chapter 12 

Pages 243-265 
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Outcomes 

Students will have produced at least 1 mask using paper maché or plaster gauze that 

demonstrates concept building and indicates an ability to effectively use the Elements of 

Art and Principles of Design at the end of this unit. 

 



 

 

  

8th Grade 

Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

• Use a variety of age-appropriate materials, tools, 
and media use to create a cover for a graphic 
novel 

• Research, define and a variety of career options 
available in the graphic arts field (product design, 
cartooning, animation, corporate logos/symbols, 
magazine layout, typeface design, etc.)  

• Research, analyze and evaluate graphic novels 
and comic books, past and present, comparing 
and contrasting styles and techniques 

• Compare and contrast context and media in 
which viewers encounter images that influence 
ideas, emotions and actions 

• Demonstrate ethical responsibility when 
appropriating, posting, and sharing images 

• Use computer software or traditional cartooning 
techniques to create a cover design for a graphic 
novel or comic book  

• Describe and discuss the visual arts choices that 
were made in the creation of the cover image, 
including any written message or titles  
 

GRAPHIC ARTS 

Artist: 

 

Shepard Fairey 

 

   

 

Chapter 9- Pages 179-199 

Chapter 10- Pages 201-219 

Chapter 11- Pages 221-241 
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Outcomes 

Students will have produced at least 1 graphic artwork of a cover for a graphic novel or 

comic book using computers or traditional cartooning drawing techniques and indicating 

the ability to integrate the Elements of Art and Principles of Design at the end of this unit. 
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